[image: image1.png]C D N

National Association For
Family & Community Education





Dear Fourth Grade Teacher/Parent:

The National Family & Community Education members in ___________________ (state/county) are sponsoring a nation-wide contest.  The contest is based on the characteristic CITIZENSHIP, and we are asking students to write a short essay or short story about this trait.

The contest starts at the county level, where entries will be judged and winners recognized from the county.  The first place county entries will be forwarded to the state level.  State FCE Associations, will, in turn, judge and recognize winners for the state.  First place state entries will then be judged at the national level.  The same judging criteria will be used in all states at all levels.  These include: creativity, content, grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, vocabulary, and presentation of the handwriting.

The National 1st, 2nd, & 3rd place winners receive a Visa Gift Card or check of $250, $150, $50 respectively.
Contest criteria are as follows:

1. Any 4th grade level student in a public, private, or home school is eligible.

2. Entries are to include an essay and a hand drawn picture.  Use #2 lead pencil for both. 

 Do not color the picture.
 Do not fold the picture.
· Essay and picture should reflect the characteristic CITIZENSHIP.
· For drawings, use unlined, white paper approximately 8½” x 11”.

· For essay, use lined, white paper approximately 8½” x 11”.  The essay should be a minimum of 50 words.

3. Students should write their name, date, his or her teacher’s name, and  name of the school, or home schooled, on the back of the picture and at the bottom of the essay.

We hope you will join us in encouraging our students/children to strive for excellence in their writing and drawing skills and in the understanding of CITIZENSHIP, an essential characteristic.  More information may be obtained by contacting the FCE member below. Mail the Essay and Artwork entry to the member below.
Sincerely,

                      Name:



Address: 



Phone Number:
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