August 20, 2026
Dear County FCE Council President, and other Kansas FCE Members and Officers,
When I sent out the 2027 Tool Kit (aka August Mailing) late July, some materials were not included.  There was a delay to provide these materials since National FCE may no longer legally use CHARACTER COUNTS! ®.  All the contest materials and audio commercials had to be reviewed and corrected.  
National FCE has now made available their forms and brochures for the character traits contest.  For 2027, the character trait is Responsibility.  The contest will run as it has in the past.  Contests are for the 4th graders as Essay and Artwork and for High School Age as an essay and FCE knowledge quiz.  The rules and guidelines for both are on the forms. 
National FCE members nationwide present an annual contest for anyone eligible as a 4th grade applicant, i.e., in public, private, home schools, 4-H, scouts, youth or church groups, etc.  This Essay Contest can be done at home.  National FCE’s Essay and Artwork Contest promotes FCE’s literacy programs, and community involvement.  The purpose of the 2027 contest is to encourage applicants to understand and practice RESPONSIBILITY.  The contest encourages applicants to strive for excellence and creativity in reading, writing, and drawing skills.
The contest will start at the local level.  The contest can run September 1, 2026, through March 31, 2027.  Local Contest Coordinator will place their contact information on the forms.  All local entries/forms must be submitted to Local Contest Coordinator on/before March 1, 2027.  
All county first place entries/forms must be submitted to State Coordinator on/before March 15, 2027.  The State Coordinator is Faye Spencer, 520 Gail Drive, Salina, KS 67401-7827; 785-214-2143; spencerf.kafce@gmail.com.  The State first place entry is emailed to National FCE and current National FCE President by April 15, 2027.  
[bookmark: _Hlk148688474]The National FCE High School Age Essay Contest provides students with the opportunity to write an essay about the current year character trait while learning a little about the FCE organization.  Each State FCE Contest runs from April 1, 2026, to March 1, 2027.  All State contest Applications, Essays, and FCE Knowledge Quizzes, must reach the State Contest Coordinator on or before March 1, 2027.  The State Coordinator is Faye Spencer, 520 Gail Drive, Salina, KS 67401-7827; 785-214-2143; spencerf.kafce@gmail.com.  The State first place entry is emailed to National FCE and current National FCE President by April 15, 2027.  
If you have any questions, please contact me.

Sincerely,
Faye Spencer
Kansas FCE State President
785-201-2143
